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It gives me immense pleasure to present this tenure report of the Executive Committee (EC), Global 

Network of Bangladeshi Biotechnologists (GNOBB) formed for the period 2016-2019.   At the onset of 

this report, I would like to pay rich tribute to the senior-most Founder of the organization, Professor 

Ahmed Shamsul Islam, while also remembering the other honorable founders of the organization.  In 

fact, this was the founding Executive body of the organization that took over the charges after the 

stage of the International Conference of Biotechnology on Health and Agriculture (ICBHA), organized 

by GNOBB in 2015.  This Conference was a huge success that eventually culminated the formation of 

the EC.  The valuable contribution of Dr. Abidur Rahman in restructuring the organization at the 

current format is gratefully appreciated.  

The inaugural meeting of this EC was held on Jul 30, 2016 in the Department of Microbiology, 

University of Dhaka with Professor Zeba I. Seraj in the Chair.  Born in 2004, GNOBB was mainly a web-

based organization in order to provide a forum for networking of Biotechnologists with origins from 

Bangladesh. The current EC excelled to execute its mission statement: advancing biotechnology 

knowledge and its sustainable application in the homeland.  Organizing the biennial International 

Conferences was the highlight activity of the association, and as such, the current EC did the 3rd and 

4th editions in 2017 and 2019 respectively with growing successes, as understood from the feedback 

of the participants conducted by post-conference online surveys.   

 
Volunteers of 3rd GNOBB ICBHA 2017: they are not paid not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless. 
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Recognizing the outstanding Bangladeshi scientists working at home and abroad are the association’s 

another signature activity.  The scientists, as such, delivered GNOBB Award Lectures in its Award 

Lecture sessions during the Conferences.  I feel privileged to name these minds in my report as follows:  

1. Dr. Mustafizur Rahman, Scientist, icddr,b, Dhaka; Dr. Mohammad Rahmatullah, Professor, 

University of Development Alternative (UODA), Dhaka, and Dr. Firdausi Qadri, Emeritus 

Scientist, icddr,b, Dhaka clinched the recognitions in the category of homeland scientists in 

2015, 2017 and 2019 respectively.  

2. Dr. Akhter Hussain, Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental Health, Australia; Dr. Abidur 

Rahman, Iwate University, Japan and Dr. M. Nasir Uddin, Texas A&M University College of 

Medicine, USA were the recipients of the GNOBB Award in the category of NRB scientists in 

2015, 2017 and 2019 respectively. 

3. Besides, GNOBB was honored to hand 

over the ‘Lifetime Achievement 

Award’ to Dr. Ahmad Shamsul Islam, 

former Professor, Department of 

Botany, University of Dhaka for being 

a torch bearer of science with pride 

and honor since 1950s in Bangladesh.   

 

In addition to those, GNOBB announced the introduction of ‘Travel Award’, worth a value of BDT 

100,000.00 (one lakh taka only) to be awarded to Bangladeshi applicants pursuing postgraduate study 

in Bangladesh, in its last 2019 Conference.  However, the pandemic situation halted its progression.    

It may be mentioned that the last conference, ‘4th International GNOBB Conference 2019’ was the 

organization’s biggest ever showcase, budgeted at BDT 30,00,000.00 (Thirty lacs taka only) on 11-13 

Nov, 2019 that also hosted the 4th Symposium of IPFS (Innovation of Plant and Food Science), a 

consortium of seven universities from Japan, China, Canada and Bangladesh.  A concurrent workshop 

on Bioinformatics Applications in Agriculture and Medicine as well as a second workshop on 

CRISPR/Cas9 Genome Editing technology providing hands-on training to the participants were 

conducted during the Conference in parallel session.  Earlier in March 28, 2017, a national workshop 

on CRISPR‐Cas9 Genome Editing Technology was conducted at University of Dhaka, Bangladesh that 

provided training to 32 participants coming from academics, public and private research institutes, 

thanks to Dr. Asadulghani, Head, Education section of the EC for the essential coordination.    

Lifetime achievement award conferred to Prof Ahmed S Islam 
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Organizing Conferences helped GNOBB raise funds.  To date, the current EC fixed the fund in the form 

of three FDR accounts totaling BDT 23,00,000.00 (twenty-three lacs only), and roughly 623,000.00 (six 

lacs and twenty-three thousand taka only) as cash in the two GNOBB accounts.  In this connection, I 

would like to humbly acknowledge the valuable contribution of our sponsors with special mention to- 

University Grants Commission (UGC) Bangladesh, Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF), and Square 

Pharmaceuticals limited. 

Conferences and workshops are the big occasions for building up the member strength for an 

organization. To date, GNOBB had ninety-four Life members, six Premium members, and a good 

number of student members, thanks to Dr. Nurun Nabi, the section Head of the organization and Dr. 

Sabrina Elias for organizing the membership data.   

Supporting the activities of the young BB, a forum of young Biotechnologists in Bangladesh is one of 

the prime concern of GNOBB (Article 3, section 2 of the constitution), and as such the organization 

supported them as and when requested.  However, they also need to be accountable to their senior 

forum in order to keep a mutual interaction.     

GNOBB had outreach activities managed by its section head, Prof. M Nurul Islam.  Two events were 

conducted in Udayan Uchcha Madhyamik Biddyalay, University of Dhaka with class eleven students in 

2018, and in the Maqsudul Alam 

Science (MAS) lab on Feb 2, 2019. The 

later is a platform for enthusiastic 

little scientists who are willing to learn 

science and do experiments 

practically but can’t able to get the 

chances.  Both of the events were 

huge success as understood from the 

enthusiasm of the young kids. GNOBB 

participated in Biotech Fair 2018, organized by National Institute of Biotechnology (NIB), held on 7-8 

Sep 2018 at the Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

Novotheater, Dhaka.  The stall was 

graciously represented by student 

volunteers of the University of 

Dhaka and arranged by the 

executive members of GNOBB.  A 

Outreach at the MAS lab with GNOBB volunteers and mentors 

                             GNOBB stall at NIB-organized Biotech Fair                           
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gathering like this aligning with GNOBB's mission and vision will enhance the global biotechnology 

research, collaboration, and networking among the peer researchers.  

The Constitution and Legal Affairs section of the EC produced the constitution after rounds of 

brainstorming amongst the EC and Founding members that ultimately produced the document, thanks 

to the Section Head, Dr. Khademul Islam.  As GNOBB prepares to be registered with the Ministry of 

Commerce, People's Republic of Bangladesh, as per decision of the last EC meeting, overseen by Dr. 

Asadulghani, the constitution could be subjected for further amendment according to the 

requirement of the registration authority. 

As GNOBB is manly a virtual organization, the EC stressed more emphasis on creating a dynamic 

website of GNOBB (https://gnobb.org/).  This has already generated much interest, as evidenced by 

its ranking #456,878 in the world according to the one-month 

Alexa traffic rankings. The website is rated 3.0 out of 5.0 by 

StuffGate, thanks to Mr. Abu Faisal Ahmed, CEO of SOFTBIN digital 

communication with oversight from Dr. Abidur Rahman, Iwate 

University, Japan.  The team also crafted the new logo for the 

association. Maintaining the News flash in the GNOBB website 

highlighting the success stories of the GNOBB members and current biotech breakthroughs is another 

vibrant activity of the association, thanks to the EC member Dr. Sabrina M Elias. 

During this tenure GNOBB lost a few great minds: Professor Sirajul Islam Khan (1943-2019), former 

Professor, Department of Microbiology, University of Dhaka (LM 00022); Professor Dr. Naiyyum 

Choudhury (1946-2019), Chairman, Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority (BAERA) (PM 

00008); and a friend of GNOBB, Dr. Taufiq M Seraj (1956-2019), Managing Director, Sheltech Pvt. Ltd.  

We express the deepest condolence and pray for the eternal peace for the departed souls. 

Finally, I would like to express my profound gratitude and heartfelt thanks to all the EC members and 

Founding members of GNOBB for their unconditional support to make the tenure of this Founding 

Committee to an end; whether it was a success or not, will be decided by its members.  I have no 

reservation to shoulder its failure, but the honors of its achievement definitely go to your credit.       

Wishing GNOBB produce an everlasting and an ever-growing impact in the society at home and abroad 

in the days to come,   

With warmest regards, 

 

Muhammad Manjurul Karim, PhD (GNOBB LM 00021) 

General Secretary, GNOBB 

https://gnobb.org/

